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2nd Pandemic In! uenza & 
Workplace Infectious 

Diseases Summit  
12-13 May 2008, The Marque Hotel, Canberra

Incorporating the 2nd Australian Pandemic 
History Symposium

14 May 2008, Australian Institute of International Affairs Conference Centre, Canberra

Key focus

Workplace infectious diseases -  In! uenza, 
gastroenteritis, hepatitis, mosquito borne 
viruses, head lice
Prevalence and costs to organisations of 
workplace infectious diseases
The key preventions and preparations 
measures
Drawing lessons for the future from last 
year’s outbreaks - Equine in! uenza and 
seasonal in! uenza outbreak
The obligations for employers and 
employees - Views of unions and regulators
Pandemic preparation work for critical 
infrastructure

•

•

•

•

•

•

Lessons from recent Australian pandemic 
exercises
The potential for the mutation of H5N1 and 
other research developments
The issues that could derail pandemic and 
infectious disease plans
Developments in national pandemic planning

Four workshops
Practical issues in pandemic planning
Testing your pandemic plan
Getting change across a sector
Compensation for cooperation and 
compliance with pandemic plans

•

•

•

•

1.
2.
3.
4.

www.pandemic.net.au/summit.html

Satchel Sponsor Networking Drinks 
Sponsor



Program at a Glance

www.pandemic.net.au/summit.html

Businesses continuity staff
Medical of® cers
Pandemic of® cers
Infectious disease and pandemic policy staff
OH&S staff

·
·
·
·
·

Who Should Attend?

12 May 2008 13 May 2008 14 May 2008
History Symposium

Morning Foundation knowledge
Plenary sessions 

Extension knowledge
Plenary sessions

Plenary Sessions

Early afternoon 2 Workshops 2 Workshops Close of History Symposium early 
afternoon

Late afternoon Workshop reports
Special presentation

Workshop reports
Special presentation

Evening Networking Drinks

The Summit objectives are to:
Provide foundation knowledge in pandemic in  ̄uenza and workplace infectious diseases preparation, prevention, 
response and recovery
Identify the state-of-the-art in preparation, prevention, response and recovery relating to pandemic in  ̄uenza and 
workplace infectious diseases
Provide a forum to share effective strategies, best practices, tools, and existing projects, and develop a network of 
contacts

·

·

·

Summit Objectives

Dr Colin Johnston, Chief Medical Of® cer, Commonwealth Bank
Lawrence Cox, Head of Business Continuity Management Strategy, ANZ
Dr Barry Gilbert, Principal, Public Health Management
Samantha Winters, Market Development, Relenza, GlaxoSmithKline
Dr Keith Horsley, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare
Leanne Rich, Program Manager, Standards for General Practices, Royal Australian College of General Practice
Athol Yates, Executive Director, Australian Homeland Security Research Centre

·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Program Committee and Organisers

Registration  Inquiries

Trudy Southgate
Australian Homeland Security Research Centre 
Ph: 02 6161 5143
Email: events@homelandsecurity.org.au

Sponsorship and Trade Exhibition

Keanne Stephenson
Homeland Security Communications Group 
Ph: 0412 472 766  
Email: keanne.stephenson@homelandsecuritygroup.com.au
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12 May 2008

8:15 Registration opens

9:15 Summit Welcome

9:20 Summit Outcomes  
Athol Yates, Australian Homeland Security Research Centre and Conference Program Chair

Foundation Knowledge

9:30 The key threats, prevalence and costs to organizations
Infections

In  ̄uenza ± Pandemic and seasonal
Gastroenteritis
Hepatitis

Prevalence 
Locations
Frequency
Impact of climate changes on prevalence

Dr Nick Demediuk, MBBS, FRACGP, author RACGP Infection Control Standards for Of® ce-based Practices (4th Edition)

·
·
·

·
·
·

10:20 The key workplace preventions and preparations measures
Hand hygiene and respiratory etiquette
Social distancing
Personal protective equipment

Dr Colin Johnson, Chief Medical Of® cer, Commonwealth Bank of Australia

·
·
·

10:40 New resources for workplace preventions and preparations measures
Leanne Rich, Program Manager - Standards for General Practices, Royal Australian College of General Practice
Irene Wilkinson, Manager, Infection Control Service, Communicable Disease Control Branch, Department of Health, 
South Australia

·
·

11:00 Morning break

11:30 Developments in national pandemic planning
New alert levels
Recent changes to the Australian Health Management Plan for Pandemic In  ̄uenza
Key impacts on border closures, quarantining, stockpiles

·
·
·

12:00 Technical update
12:00 - Preparing your business for an in ̄uenza pandemic  
Theo Antonopoulos, GlaxoSmithKline
12:10 - You r One Stop Shop for Pandemic Solutions  
Dr Nenad Firez, CRG Healthcare

12:30 Outline of workshops

12:40 Lunch

1:40 Wor kshop 1: Practical issues in 
pandemic planning

Wor kshop 2: Testing your 
pandemic plan

Technical stream: Respiratory 
protection

Chair: Leanne Rich, Program Manager 
- Standards for General Practices, 
Royal Australian College of General 
Practice

Presentation 1: Practical issues in 
pandemic planning
Bob Hayes, Hayes Risk Management 
& consultant to the Australian 
Prudential Regulatory Authority 
(APRA)

Presentation 1: Testing your 
pandemic plan

Presentation 2: Exercising of PI 
plans in the primary care setting
Mary-Anne Williams , Adelaide 
Western General Practice Network 

Issues for workshop discussion
Options for testing
Outcomes from testing
Developing a scenario

·
·
·

1:45 Presentation1: Practical 
issues with respiratory protection: 
Understanding ® ltration and face 
® t
Terry Gorman, Occupational Hygienist, 
3M Australia

2:05 Presentation 2: Wormald
John Lynch, Wormald

2:25 Presentation 3: Use of the 
Por ta Count Fit Tester on how to a 
particular mask ® ts a person
Jutta Rieger, Drager Safety

2:45 Presentation 4: ExitKits 
Australia / Viroguard

Detail program - 12 May 2008



12 May 2008 - Continued

3:00 Afternoon tea

3:30 Afternoon Chair 
Lawrence Cox, Head of Business Continuity Management Strategy, ANZ

3:35 Delivery of ® ndings 
Reports by workshop reporters

4:00 Drawing lessons for the future from last year's outbreaks

Equine in ̄uenza
Media 
Public support of restriction
The practicality of quarantine
Compensation
What does this mean for the future?

Dr Reg Butler, Principal Veterinary Of® cer, Veterinary Public Health, Depatment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry

Drawing on the experiences of equine in ̄uenza and the 2007 Seasonal in ̄uenza outbreak to predict the 
® nancial costs to government and business of pandemic in ̄uenza
Jason Thomas, Sinclair Thomas and Roche Australia

·
·
·
·
·

5:00 Day close

5:15 - 6:15 Networking drinks

Detail program - 12 May 2008 - continued

Detail program - 13 May 2008
13 May 2008

8:15 Registration opens

9:00 Welcome
Dr Keith Horsley, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare and Morning Chair

Extension Knowledge

9:05 What are the obligations for employers and employees on infectious disease and in ̄uenza?

9:05 Comcare's view
How statutory OHS duty of care and other obligations apply to workplace infectious diseases?
What steps does an employer have to take to comply with the OHS duty of care and other obligations for workplace 
infectious diseases? 
What are the requirements for the noti® cation of occupationally acquired infectious diseases to the OHS regulator?

Michelle Whitehead, Director Prevention & Injury Management, Comcare

9:30 The union's view of OHS and infectious diseases in the workplace- Expectations of unions in meeting 
the  reasonably practicable steps legislative requirement
Sue Powell, Community and Public Sector Union

9:55 Views of a State occupational infectious diseases adviser
Australian Safety and Compensation Council identi® cation of infectious and parasitic diseases as a national priority 
disease
Review of Australian workers compensation data for workplace infectious diseases - What industries are most at risk 
and what are the most signi® cant occupational infectious diseases?
Integration of occupational infectious disease with enterprise risk management; i.e. how to apply risk management 
concepts to occupational infectious disease risks.

Patricia Coward, Principal Adviser (Occupational Health), Occupational Health Unit Workplace Health & Safety, 
Queensland Department of Employment and Industrial Relations
10:20 Questions

·
·

·

·

·

·

10:35 Lessons from Banking and Finance Sector Pandemic Planning / Exercise(s)
Lawrence Cox, Banking and Finance Infrastructure Assurance Advisory Group (BFAG)

11:05 Morning break

www.pandemic.net.au/summit.html



Detail program - 13 May 2008 - continued
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12:30 Lunch

1:45 Wor kshop 3: Building pandemic preparation across 
a sector and State

Wor kshop 4: Compensation and mental health 
issues in pandemics

Chair: Leanne Rich, Program Manager - Standards for 
General Practices, Royal Australian College of General 
Practice

Presentation 1: Experiences of facilitating pandemic 
preparedness in general practice
Rodney Mackintosh, Melbourne General Practice Network

Presentation 2: Initiatives in South Australia
Irene Wilkinson, Manager, Infection Control Service, 
Communicable Disease Control Branch, Department of 
Health, SA

6-month project to ® t test at-risk health care wokers for 
P2 masks
hand and respiratory hygiene educational resource

Issues for workshop discussion
· What works
· What doesn't work
· How to motivate groups and individuals

·

·

Chair: Athol Yates, Australian Homeland Security Research 
Centre

Presentation 1: Compensation for cooperation and 
compliance with pandemic plans  
Theresa Ly, University of Sydney

Presentation 2: Mental health issues for quarantine 
based on the experiences of quarantine for equine 
in ̄uenza
Dr Melanie Taylor, University of Western Sydney

Issues for workshop discussion
Compensation in the event of a pandemic
Mechanisms to compensate individual and business 
costs
Compensation and trust

·
·

·

3:00 Afternoon tea

3:30 Afternoon Chair 
Dr Colin Johnson, Chief Medical Of® cer, Commonwealth Bank of Australia

3:35 Delivery of ® ndings 
Reports by workshop reporters

4:00 H5N1 update: What we know and what we dont!
Potential for mutation of H5N1
Pandemic vaccine developments
WHO learnings on containment of bird  ̄u outbreaks
Possible changes to WHO alert levels

Ian Barr, Deputy Director, WHO Collaborating Centre for In¯ uenza

·
·
·
·

4:50 Summit Conclusions 
Dr Keith Horsley, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

5:00 Summit close

13 May 2008 - Continued

11:35 `Not if but When' ± Pandemic In¯  uenza Planning in South Australia 
Why should Pandemic In  ̄uenza be part of Emergency Management

Governance arrangements 
All Hazards approach
Health as the control agency for human disease

Overview of preparedness planning in South Australia
Speci® c planning in relation to: 

General practice
Community  ̄u clinics
Management of deceased persons and mortuaries

Val Smyth and Christine Andrews, Emergency Management Services, Clinical Systems, South Australia

·
·
·

·
·
·



14 May 2008

9:15 Symposium Outcomes  
Athol Yates, Australian Homeland Security Research Centre and Program Chair

9:30 Black November: The 1918 in ̄uenza pandemic in New Zealand  
Professor Geoffrey W. Rice, Head of School, School of History, University of Canterbury, New Zealand

10:10 In ̄uenza and pneumonia mortality in the Australian Army of the First World War (1914-19), and 
examining the lessons which can be learned for future in ̄uenza pandemics  
Professor G. Dennis Shanks, Director, Australian Army Malaria Institute

10:50 Morning break

11:15 In ̄uenza Pandemic of 18 89 - 1891 in Australia
Dr Keith Horsley, Australian Institute of Health and Welfare

11:45 Speaker tbc

12:15 Past and present pandemic situation in New Zealand  
Professor Geoffrey W. Rice, Head of School, School of History, University of Canterbury, New Zealand

12:45 Conclusion and Symposium Close

1:00 Lunch

The 2nd Australasian 
Pan demic History Symposium

www.pandemic.net.au/summit.html



Western Isolation: The Perth experience of the 
1918-1919 in  ̄uenza pandemic
June 2007, 76 pages

In early 1919, when the citizens of Australia's eastern States were succumbing 
to the Spanish in  ̄uenza pandemic in their thousands, Perth was free of the 
disease. Its border quarantine gave it an additional six months of valuable 
preparation time and the opportunity to learn from the mistakes of NSW, 
Queensland and Victoria. Thus, Perth suffered far less proportionally than the 
other States when in  ̄uenza ® nally breached its borders. 

This book tells the story of Perth's experience with in¯ uenza and why it was so 
different from that of eastern Australia. It provides a unique perspective on how 
prepared societies will respond expected emergencies. This is the second of 
three books about Australia's experience of the 1918-1919 in  ̄uenza pandemic.

Publications

A danger greater than war: NSW and the 
1918-1919 in  ̄uenza pandemic 
March 2007, 106 pages

The 1918-1919 Spanish In  ̄uenza pandemic was the greatest state calamity 
to befall NSW. Over 6,000 citizens of NSW died, tens of thousands were 
hospitalised and about one third became infected.
The citizens of NSW stoically faced unemployment, bureaucratic failings, and 
the deaths of their loved ones as three waves of in  ̄uenza infections hit the 
State over eight months.

The national emergency brought to the surface the tensions between the 
Commonwealth and the States, between the Church and the State, and 
between the wealthy and impoverished.
This book presents for the ® rst time a comprehensive picture of this 
monumental crisis on NSW society.

An essential read for all those responsible for today's response to a worldwide 
in  ̄uenza outbreak or those wanting to see the nitty-gritty of how a society 
responded to an unprecedented and dreadful threat. ±PANDEMIC NEWS
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Special Requirements

Registration Form  Fax: 02 6161 5144
2nd Pandemic In! uenza & Workplace Infectious Diseases Summit

12 & 13 May 2008, The Marque Hotel, Canberra

2nd Australasian Pandemic In! uenza History Symposium
14 May 2008, Australian Institute of International Affairs Conference Centre, Canberra

Register online at www.pandemic.net.au

Notes
* Registration for 12 May includes Networking Drinks
+ Registration for 14 May includes lunch

Cancellation policy
If you cancel your registration before 11 April 2008, you will receive a 
refund of your registration fee minus a $150 administration fee. If you 
cancel your registration after 11 April 2008, you will not be eligible for 
a refund, however a substitute delegate may take your place.

Conditions of acceptance
The listed speakers, topics, times and exhibitors were correct at the 
time of printing but due to unforeseen circumstances, the organisers 
reserve the right to delete or alter items in the program. 

Entry to the event
Entry to the event is at the discretion of the organisers, and only 
appropriate personnel will be admitted to the events.

Tax Invoice
A formal tax invoice will be sent on registration stating the amount due 
or paid. EFT details are on the invoice.

Registration Fees (all fees inclusive of GST)

Accommodation

Delegates are required to arrange their own accommodation. 
Accommodation is available at:
Marque Hotel, Canberra. 
102 Northbourne Ave
ACT 2601
Ph: 02 6249 1411
www.marquehotels.com/canberra/
There are more options on our website www.pandemic.net.au/summit.html

Please circle 
the 
relevant fee

Early bird 
rate until 
11 April 

Standard 
fee

 
A N Z S O M   
M e m b e r s 
(The Australian and 
New Zealand Society 
o f  Occupat iona l 

Medicine Inc)

12 & 13 May* $695 $795 $595

12 May* $550

13 May $550

12, 13 & 14 
May*+

(includes Summit 
and History 
Symposium)

$995 $1180 $885

14 May+

(Australasian 
Pandemic 
In! uenza History 
Symposium)

$395


