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This publication contains the proceedings from Australia’s 
first Pandemic History Conference. The papers examine 
the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic in Australia, and draw 
lessons from it that are relevant for today’s pandemic 
planners and business continuity managers. 

The papers contained in this volume consist of: 

1.      Pandemics and leadership: How the 1918-1919 
pandemic would affect us today by Dr Keith Horsley 

2.      NSW and the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic: 
government responses by Robyn Arrowsmith 

3.      Social Distancing in Sydney, 1919 by Dr David Philp  

4.      Lessons from the Commonwealth Bank by Dr Colin 
Johnston  

5.      Lessons learned from the Australian experience of 
the 1918-1919 influenza pandemic by Athol Yates 

An essential read for all those responsible for today’s response to a worldwide influenza outbreak or those 
wanting to see the nitty-gritty of how a society responded to an unprecedented and dreadful threat. –
PANDEMIC NEWS 
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